
















































By Sunday Times Reporter 
THEGoventtneltt has spelllover K593 billiot~ on the Feniliser 
Support Prograrntne (FSP) for the current farming season 
compared to last year's K240 billio~l. 

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister. Brian Cliituwo who 
disclosed this, however. expressed disappointnie~~r that t l~e  
progratntne was lnarred by dishonesty that had resulted i n  loss 

of a lor of money. 
The minister has proposed that cooperative socienes should 

be strengthened to ensure that only genuine fartners registered 
as ~netnbers to obraiti full benefits fro111 the FSP. 

The FSP is a Govenltnetit initiative meant to empower 
small-scale Partners with subsi 

Under the progralntne, the 
Government targets farmers 
percehedtobe vulnerable but 
viable. 

Dr Chituwo said the FSP 
experienced bot t lenecks 
during the past year such as  
fraud because of the large 
number of fake Partners and 
cooperatives. 

Last tnonth.theCopperbelt 
provincial administration 
initiated-a probe into all 
alleged scam in which 
unscrupulous dealers ltave 
beenaccessinefeniliserunder 

dised inputs. 

~ ~ ~~ 

the FSP. *CHI TUWO 
The investigation followed reports of all incrcase i l l  fakc 

cooperatives that havedubiously registered under the FSPazid 
are benefiting from the progratntne at the expense of peasant 
fartners. 

The ministry has decided to conduct areview of the FSP I,, 
ensure that such hiccups are addressed to increase producuo~t 
from all comers of Zambia. 

Ina i  i~icerviewduri~igtl~eweek,DrChttuwosaidagr~culrur;ii 
officers were already in the field collecting data aftcr whicl, ;i 
comprehensive report would be submitted. 

"As soot1 as this report is done, we will revlew the FSP and 
come up with tnecliatlis~ns that will ensure that olily tlie 
illtended recipients benefit," he said. 

On [he supply ofinputs. Dr Chituwo said there u:as ,need for 
early tendering of suppliers for fertiliser to ensure eft ' iclc~~t 
distribution of the cotn~nodity. 

Recently, one of the co~itracted distributors. Nyioinbo 
lt~vest~riet~ts haddifticulties trat~sporting tliecotntnodity fronl 
Dar-es-Salaatn in Tatlzania to Zatnbia and caused a delay i l l  

the distribution process. 

The tninister said he had asked the ministry's permirttellt 
secretary to start the process of procurements. 

"It would be great for the agricultural sector if we could 
have more players on board to ensure that this vital flnnlng 
input is readily available throughout the year," Dr Chltuwo 
said. 

On platis for this year, Dr Chituwo said the ini~iistry \\auld 

work to strengthen partnerships atnong thevarious stakeholders 
to ensure sustainability. 

He said among the priorities, the ininiscry would seek to 
improve food security in Zambia, especially in view of tlie 
current global economic recession which had contributed lo 
the escalatinp food prices. 

Dr Chituwo said i t  was encouraging that a cross-scctioo of 
people had started realising the key role that agriculture 
played in national development. 

While there was more attention given to the mining sector 
in the past, the Government had, through the Fifth Nauonal 
Development Plan, prioritised agriculture, rouristri and 
manufacturing. atnong others areas, he added. 

This year, the ministry will also strengthen its extension 
services to helpirnpart knowledge lostnal!-scale fanners who 
cotitribute about 60 per cent of the fatinjng produci i n  

Zambia. 
"We want to assist our smdll-scale farmers increase tilei) 

production and we also plan to help thein have easy acccss I<! 

1narketsThe Government will this year also lhelp the srnall. 
scale farmers lnanllnlse their yields as a way of rustallill,. 
food security." he said. 

Dr Chltuwo said there was need lo ititenslty collscridtti;l, 
Parlning because of its efiiciency in revallilng sol1 ~uurriclits 

He said most fertile soils i l l  the country had beeti afiec~cd ;is 



- CI of M i a  

~prtiliser fraudsters 
should be dealt Wah 

EVlCN'i11 the face of economic and otl~er challenges that 
jolted O~enatk,nal Budget last year, the Coreromenl did 
not faltfir inrqcetipg itsohligalions torushion tl~clivesofits 
citizen!, especially those mired in pol-ehy. 

A~aiilsl the backdrop of many compctinl: needs, the 
commitnlenttoensuring 
were ~ r l  back on the rails has beendemonstrated lhroueh 
the elevated funding to lhe Fertiliser Support ~ r o g r a m m e  

IwsP): 
Fred K240 hillion'during 'the ~ b 0 7 / 8  season. the 

Government lifted the allocatiorl to K592 billion for tlre 
currentseasoni" maintaining its vision on food security for 
all. , ,  

IIowever, we are appalled by the ronducl of some 
treacherous people who have decided to cheat their way 
into the programme by pietending that they are genuine 
f:~rmerz whenin fact they areonly interested in lining their 
pockets. 

Agriculture and ~ o o ~ e r a t i v e s ~ i n i s t e r ,  Rrian Chituwo 
has 11oLni~~sked his disappointment with people who are 
hidingMhind the veilof dubious cooperatives so that they 
are considered eligible for the FSP. 

llugdamounts of money are being lost because some 
peoplehvho are not entitled to suhsidised, fertilispr are 
squeezing themselv~sintotheprogramme ll~rouglrdisl~onest 
rondu* 

It was because of similar deeds that the Copperbelt 
pro\~ i&ial 'adminis trat ion  last  year l aunched  an  
inrestibat~nn into reports that a nutllber of dubious 
coopreliveshad been formed with the sole aimofsiphoning 
nfT milljpns of Kwacha from the FSP. 

In l i~l tof th is , i t  isimportant todigest llleproposal hy1)i. 
Chituwo that cooperalives should he slrrugthe~~ed to seal 
any lo(lbho1es. Only genuine farmers should belong to 
cwper~tivesandenjoythe benefitsofthesubsidised farming 
i n ~ u t s , .  

'11 w i h s ~ u )  he necessary to pursue and prurrrutr peoplr 
who havebenefited from the FSP fraudulently 50 Illat such 
condurtirdisrourugrd in the future. \nyactsthnt fru\tratv 
n itoblflnitiati+r ~uclb irs tlbr FSP slboultl be condemord h, 

la11 w#-caning citizens. 



ELECTION GIMMICK - SCOTT 
By Mwala Kalaluka 

RUPIAH Banda's increase of tertiliser 
subsidies were just an election gim- 
mick, Patriotic Front (PF) vice-president 
Guy Scott (right) charged yesterday. 

And chairman for the Parliamentary Committee 
on Agriculture Reqo~st  Munianga yestcrday said 
the MMD government's politically-motivated 
decision to entire non-vulnerable groups into the 
FSP has hred serious corruption in the country. 

I To page 4 



Fertiliser subsidy was an election gimmick - Scott 
From front page 

Commcntit~g on rsports of misap- 
plic;ltion of farming inputs in various 
parts of the country, Scott aecused 
President Banda of carrying out the 
distribution of subsidised lertiliscr 
under the Fertilissr Support 
Programme (FSP) in a very sloppy 
manner. 

"This huge fertiliser handout was 
just an election gimmick and we are 
p i n g  to have a very poor season 
because the commercial farmers are 
going to plant just half of what they 
usually plant hecause of the prohlems 
of femliser," Scon said. "The whnle 
FSP exercise is jusl a waste of time 
and if you start opening the door to 
people who arc not vulnerable farm- 
ers. these are the people who will buy 
the cheap fertiliser. This is thc trow 
blc. Tllis is uhg thr Soviet Urlion 
l i l e d  nnd this is why all the\e 5 ~ s -  

tems Jailed.'' 
Scott. ? harped . that President 

, ,  .-.& . . . . Barion had not put in 
!* ,< ... 

view is that if you genzrally subsidise 
fertiliser, you will kill conuption." 

But Muntanga said the MMD gov- 
ernment had exacerhaled the conup- 
tion in the distribution of feruliser 
through the inclusion of civil ser- 
vants and military personnel in the 
FSP bracket. 

Muntanga said the inclusion of the 
abore gmup defeated the purpose 
the FSP was created for as civil ser- 
vants and soldiers had monthly 

I incomes with the capacity to buy off 
the fertiliser and resale it at blotted 
prices. 

"It means that that the 200.000 
farmers targeted will not be 200.000. 
You must understand that farmer, 
must be actual farmers in the field," 
said Mnntanga. "This is the coni'cl- 
sion that the MMD caused.' 

Agriculture minister Dr Brian 
Chituwo could again not comment 
on the matrer as he %.a reportedly 
attending another meeting hy presi 
time. 

place serious logistical monitoring 
mechanisms lo back the increase of 
iertiliser subsidies. 

"This is a major logistical under- 
taking and you need proper infoma- 
tion and there are no such logistics in 
place," he said. "Even if there was no 
theft, by the time the fertiliser is dis- 
trihnted. it is past the time farplant- 
ing. These subsidies are being wasted 
because they are not reaching the 
people on time." 

Seon said food shonages would 
continue as long as the current gov- 
emment did not come up with a clear 
plan on fertiliser distribution. 

And Muntanga said President 
Randa's government should shoulder 
the blame for such eonupt rendencies 
because they had enticed people that 

. emment subsidised fertiliser was way 
cheaper than the one being sold by 
other fertiliser dealers. 

"The extension officen are some 
of the people that arc selling the fer- 
tilizer. 'They have started using it as a 
fnndraising venturs," he said. "We 
have decided to reduce fertiliser only 
for a small section while the other 
remains at the market price of around 
K200,000." 

I He said a lot of officers in the agri- 
culhlre sector would he fired because 
the subsidised fertiliser had excited 
most of them to start misapplying the 
inputs at the expense of the vulnera- 

1 ble farmers. 
Muntanga said Irom one pack 

alone. an individual conld pocket 
1 about K22  million. 

were no1 fanner, to access the cheap Munt;ulga \aid the only way for- 
FSP lerriliscr. I ward u,as to have a gencrol subsidy 

Muntange said i l  u;a\ ol:u\tain on lertiliser inputs within the :tgricul- 
able :md nnrealistic to expect that the tux sector. 
FSP would k devoid of anp corrupt 1 " m b c  profiteering middlemen 
;~cti\ities when theprice of the s o x  nill.$&&q7XpWard." he said. '.Our 
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