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By Andrew Lungu
PRESIDENT Mwanawasa has expressed
concern at the currentlevels of corruption
in the Government despite all the efforts
he has put in to fight the vice.

Speaking at a rally in Mfuwe yesterday Mr
Mwanawasa said he continued getting concerned
because corruption retarded development.

He urged leaders in the MMD and the Government to
desist from corruption and promote integrity amongst
themselves if development was to be achieved.

DrMwanawasaalso advised peoplein the Eastern Province
to choose leaders with good track records.

He took uswipe at some people going around campaigning
for MMD party presidency at the expense of development.

He said some people have been out of the country for a
long time and did not understand the party but wanted to
contest for the presidency.

“People should start by contesting for lower positions in
the party such as branch level and understand what it takes
to run a party and later a country,” he said.

He also said he would not support any leader in the MMD
who had a criminal record. .

On the agriculture sector Dr Mwanawasa expressed
disappointment at the manner the Fertiliser Support
Programme (FSP) was being handled by cooperatives.

He said after meeting the chiefs during his vacation in
Mfuwe, he was informed that some cooperatives leaders
were smuggling the fertiliser to neighbouring countries.

He warned that people shouid not be surprised when
Government scraps the programme because it was only
benefiting a few individuals.

He said the Government would rather scrap the 40 per
cent discount of the FSP and subsidise only five per cent to
benefit all farmers across the country.

Meanwhile Dr Mwanawasa said he did not agree with the
sentiments by secondrepublican President Fredrick Chiluba
that there was more corruption in Government now then in
his administration.

He said Government worked hard to expose corruption
and Dr Chiluba’s statement was misleading.

Speaking earlier MMD provincial chairperson Lameck
Mangani said 2008 was a year of action for the party because
it would usher in new leaders.

He ufged party members to participate in the elections for
them to choose good leaders,

He warned that members should not elect people whose |
passion was only money but those with a heart for the
people.

Eastern Province minister Charles Shawa said the province
had enjoyed peace because of the good leadership of Dr
Mwanawasa.

Mr Shawa said almost all secters of the economy in the
province were doing well owing to the prudent policies of
the Government.

He particularly thanked the Government through the
ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives for resuscitating
the FSP that was suspended previously.

He said if the good rains continued, the province would
have a bumper harvest.
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THE recent suspension of subsidised fertiliser  approved for procurement
distribution by two Government agents has ©f50, 000 metric tonnes of
devastated many small-scale farmers across the ~ fertiliser and 2,500 metric

country. Our staffer CHARLES MUSONDA tmg“’s of maize seed.
. . 1. s vernment’s subsidy
reflects on the impact of this fertiliser crisis in

some Eastern Province communities.
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T THE beginning of

this farming season,
ousands of small-

scalg farmers across

farmers’ accéss to inputs
and to enhance the private
sector’s participation and
competitiveness in the

has remained at 60 percent
and each eligible farmer is
entitled to receive a
standard pack of eight
bags of fertiliser (four bags.
of D-Compound and four
bags of Urea) which cater

Zambia were positively supply and timgly for one hectare.

locking forward to yet distribution of adequate MALPRACTICES
another bumper harvest. agricultural inputs. To avoid malpractices
But for most of them it In its first season {2002/ experienced in the last
looks like this dream has  2003) of implementation, the farming season, the
already been shattered. FSP assisted 120,000 small- government this season

The farmers depend on
inputs that the government

scale farmers with about
48,000 metric tonnes of

excluded officials who
were involved in rampaut

gives out under the fertiliser and about 2,400 misdeeds. However this
Fertiliser Support metric tonnes of maize seed, seems not to have worked
Programme (FSP). Manyof to grow about 360,000 out as desired.

them|have, however, not metric tonnes of maize. Despite the FSP’s
received the fertiliser they In the 2003/2004 farming  contribution to rebuilding

expeéted, and now they
fear that thetr yields will be
nothing to boast about.
“Already the maize we
harvested last season was
destroyed by the larger
grain borer which broke out
in our area. So how are we
going to survive with poor
yields which will result from

season, the number of
targeted farmers increased
to 150,000 and they got
60,000 metric tonnes of
fertiliser and 3,000 metric
tonnes of maize, out of
which they were expected
to grow 450,000 metric
tonnes of the grain,

In the 2004/2005 season,

the eroded base of farmers
through direct income
transfers, and creating
demand and a ready market
for the private input
dealers and suppliers,
problems arose in early
stages of the 2007/2008
season. .

The thomiest problem

this lack of fertiliser?” the number of beneficiaries was that instead of
lamented Phenius Banda,a reduced to 115,000, with  benefiting poor fariners; in
peasant farmer in the 46,000 metric tonnes of many cases inputs

Eastern Province district of
Chipata.

Mr Banda and other
affected farmers contend
that while the FSP was a
good initiative to support

fertiliser and 2,500 metric
tonnes of seed.

During the 2005/2006
season, the government’s
subsidy remained at 50 per
cent and the FSP provided

atlocated under the FSP
have continued corruptly
land in wrong hands.

Last weekend, President
Mwanawasa
acknowledged this when

agriculture developmentin = 50,000 metric tonnes of he addressed a public rally
Zambia, its mismanagement  fertiliser and 2,500 metric in the Eastern Province
by some authorities was tonnes of seed to 123,000 district of Mambwe,

rendering the plan
irrelevant.

While Zambia had

farmers.
Last secason (2006/2007),
the number of beneficiaries

Dr Mwanawasa noted
that people getting the
fertiliser dubiously were

recorded some positive increased toan all time high  either supplying it to local
developments such as  of210,000 with84,000metric  traders or smuggling it into
increased out-grower tommesof fertiliserand 4,200 neighbouring Malawi.

schemes and contract

metric tonnes of seed.

He warned that should

farming, crop  Additionally, the this continue, the
diversification, and government’s subsidy govemment would scrap
changes in land increased to 60 percent, theFSP andreplace it with

management strategies, the
private sector had remained
constrained in providing
input and output marketing
services.

Government therefore
designed the FSP to
improve  small-scale

leaving the small-scale
farmers to contribute only
40 percent of the inputs’
selling price.

This season the number
of beneficiaries again
reduced to 125,000, based
on the budget of K150

a much lower subsidy on
fertiliser to benefit
everyone.

Perhaps this justifies
complaints by members of
Kazimule Farmers Club
located in Senior Chief
Ndzamanae’s area in
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Chipata.

The farmers claimed that
despite paying in full for 30
packs of fertiliser (240
bags) this season; they
only received 10 packs (80
bags). :

According to club
chairperson Ackim Mbewe,
Ministry of Agriculture
and Cooperatives officials
in Chipata promised to give
the farmers additional or
top-up packs but the
promise has not yet been
fulfilled.

Mr Mbewe said as if this
was not enough, Omnia
Fertiliser Company and
Nyiombo Investments
Limited suspended
distribution of fertiliser

over the government’s

failure to pay the two
companies on {ime.

“This has really affected
us and we don’t know what
we are going to do because
maize has already started
tussling, and the plants are
now tuning vellow,” Mr
Mbewe said.

“Even if they give us top-
up fertiliser, it will not be of
any use because this is
now January,” he added.

EFFECTS

A check at various maize
fields at Manjakazi
Agriculture Camp in
Kazimule revealed that the
plants were indeed turning
yellow and were in stunted
growth.

Camp officer, Jophter
Ndhlovu said the camp,
which is made up of 1,071
members, only received a
total of 80 packs (640 bags
of fertiliser).

Mr Ndhlova said it was
now too late for the farmers
to apply fertiliser “even if
it is brought today because
you can’t start applying
basal fertiliser in January.”

“The rain pattern here is
fair but with lack of fertiliser
the yield will be very poor
and this means more
hunger,” Mr Ndhlovu said.

He wondered how some
farmers who got seeds in
form of loans from an NGO
called DD would pay back
as they were required to

repay two 50 kg bags of
maize for every one 10 kg
bag of seed.

He appealed to
Government to improve the
distribution systemn and
have more farmers benefit
from the FSP to avoid
perpetual hunger in the
area.

Chipata District Farmers
Association coordinator,
Virgil Malambo challenged
the Government to act
promptly on the farmers’
complaints.

Mr Malambo said his
association had brought
the matter to the attention
of relevant authorities
several times but they were
just unfulfilled assurances.

He was surprised thai
even D-Compound
fertiliser, which is
manufactured by State-
owned Nitrogen Chemicals
of Zambia, was in short
supply.

According to Ministry of
Agriculture and
Cooperatives permanent
secretary, Sam Mundia, the
government contracted
NCZ to supply 25,000
metric tonnes of D-
Compound fertiliser,

Dr Mundia was happy
that NCZ had
manufactured all the
required D-compound
fertiliser and had already
sent it to all the distriets.

But Mr Malambo

insisted the D-compound
fertiliser manufactured by
NCZ was in short supply
and this would adversely
affect yields this season.

He said the Government
would spend more on relief
feod than it would have
spent on ensuring timely
and adequate distribution
of inputs.

“Even if the government
decides to give people
relief food, are they are
going to afford to give
everyone because the
trend is that not every
persen affected by hunger
receives relief food,” he
said.
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Haantuba advises govt to
focus on Food Security Pack

By Mwila Chansa in
Solwexl

'GOVERNMENT should
focus more on sup-

Fertillser Support
Programme,
Agriculture
Consultative Forum
(ACF) coordinator Dr
Hyde Haantuba has
sald.

In an interview, Dr
Haantuba said the Food
Security Pack was more
of a social safety net pro-
gramme and tallied with
the government's respon-
sibility of offering social
arpenities to its people as
opposed to the Fertiliser
Support Programme that
appeared to be more of a
commercial exercise.

He observed that when
both programmes were
designed, their funding
levels were equal but over
the years, the allocation to
the Food Security Pack

A -

had been declining steadily.

" think the idea was for these pro-
grammes to complement each other and
not compete against each other. The idea
was that when one graduated from the
Food Security Pack, they would move to
the Fertiliser Support Programme but
over time, there has been a reduction in
the allocation to Food Security Pack and
more allocation towards the Fertiliser
Support Programme,” Dr Haantuba said.

He said the government needed to
realise that its core function was social
support because input distribution could
even be done by the private sector that
could not provide social support

Dr Haantuba said food security was a
fundamental programme that elevated
people economically.

He said not much production could be
achieved in the agriculture sector if there
was more emphasis on fertiliser support
because people first needed to be
informed about proper fertiliser use, con-
servation farming, crop diversification all
of which were programmes taught to
beneficiaries of the Food Security Pack.

"We need to ask ourselves why the lev-
els of productivity amongst our smal-
scale farmers have not increased despite
our increased fertiliser sopport,” said Dr
Haantuba.
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By Mwiia Chansa In Kabompo

KABOMPO District Agriculture
Coordinator Dr Victor Mulopa has
said political interference has
made it diflicult to elfectively
implement the Food Security Pack
{FSP) programme in the area.

Dr Mulopa said it was difficult to make
recoveries [rom beneficiaries of the FSP
programme as most of them took it as a
government grant whers they were not
supposed to pay wnything.

He was speaking at his office last
Thursday when members ol the FSP
aational technical committee paid a cour-
tesy call on hinm.

"The recovery rate has been very low
duc to non-payment by beneficiarics and
sontetimes because of political interfer-
ence in the management of the pro-

gramme." Dir Mulopa explained.

He also said inadeguate fuading had also
made it difficult to monitor field pro-
grammes.

Dr Mulopa alsa cadled for improved dis-
fribution of wetiand inputs  as fate distri-
bution ied to loss of yields because of cob
rot diseases.

He. however, said the programme had
ureatly timproved the total honschoid food
security among the rural communities ol
the district.

And Programme Against Malnutrition
(PAM) coordinator for North Western
Province, Francis Mwansa said there was
need for more sensitization to beneficianies
as far as paying back was concemed,

Mwansa said some heneficiaries consid-
ered FSP a government grant and in some
cases thought it was their area member of

1 paclisment  that  was
~ responsible for the distri-
bution of those inpuots from
which they benefited.
Ministry of Community

Development chief planner

Gregory Mwanza said it
; was important to work on
| attitudes ngzinst default-
" ing.

Mwanza said it
meaningless for a farmer to
have a good harvest and
fail to pay back because
recoveries made from pay
backs were meant for more
people to benefit from the
programimne.

Wil

fulopa bemoans political interference in FSP implementation
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additional resources towards

the

Support

Fertiliser
Kapita, in an interview,

Programme (FSP), agricul-
ture and co-operatives min-
ister Ben Kapita has said.

said his ministry would not
divert the additional K307
billion allocated to the FSP
towards rtecapitalisation of
the Nitrogen Chemicals of
Zambia (NCZ) despite the
institution’s current state.

To page V

| Kapita explains
| Lincrease in FSP

Kapi.ta;_explainsincreasein FSP allocation

From front page

“The Ministry of Finance and
National Planning has given an
additional X307 billion to the
FSP., making a total of K492 bil-
lion from the K185 billion allo-
cated in this years® budget,”
Kapita said.

“Prices of fertiliser have
extremely gone up and this
would have had a terrible effect
on maize production if govern-
ment did not take a proactive
decision to ensure the small-
scale farmers are assisted.”

Agricultural experts have
noted that the pgovernment
should allocate money for the
rehabilitation of NCZ as it had
the capacity to produce ade-
quate fertiliser which could be
accessed at reasonable prices by
the local farmers. NCZ, which
has a production capacity of
around 300,000 metric tonnes of
fertiliser, currently requires
urgent rehabilitation as most of
the equipment is almost obso-
fete. The  Ministry of
Agriculture notes that NCZ
could supply the wlole
Southern African region if its
plant is rehabilitated.

Kapita explained that
resources would soon be allo-
cated for the rehabilitation of
NCZ, realising its production
potential in the SADC region.

He said the govemment had
previously allocatcd money
towards the recapitalisation of
NCZ, but accused the previous
management of misapplying the
funds instead of undertaking
rehabilitation works of the
plant. According to NCZ’s busi-
ness plan, the plant requires
around K143 billion for its com-
plete overhaul. The requirement
is half of the additional K300
billion the government has allo-
cated to the Ministry of
Agriculture for input subsidies
m the 2008/2009 farmung sea-
som.

“It is unfortuuate that the pre-
vious managemcnl at NCZ mis-
managed resources becausc
government had been giving the
parastatal money for rehabilita-
tion bhut nothing was being
done,” Kapita said. “However,
I'm wvery sure thal the current
management wi'h make use ol
the money i & wernment will
stn wive thers lon rehabilila-

tion of the plant.”

From the total of K492 bil-
lion, the government hopes to
provide 80,000 metric tonnes of
subsidised fertiliser, increasing
the number of beneficiaries
from the previons 75,000 to
about 200,000 small-scale farm-
ers during the 2008/2009 farm-
ing season.

In view of the rising costs of
agricultural inputs, experts
warned that Zambia might
record a major decline in food
production as small-scale farm-
ers that contribute about three
quarters of total maize produc-
ton could not afford the inputs.
For example, m the 2007/2008
harvest season, small-scale
farmers comtributed about 75 per
cent of the total 1.2 million met-
ric tonnes of maize produced in
the country.

Fertiliser prices have reached
an ail-time high of around US
$1,500 per tonne level from an
average of US $500 per tonne
last year. The cument trading
price of fertiliser represents a
300 per cent increase over last
seasons' figure of US $500, on
the back of rising oil prices on
the international market and
increasing demand of the com-
modity by agricultural produc-
ing countries  worldwide.
Converted at the current
exchange rate, a tonne of fer-
tiliser in kwaeha now cost
around K49 million. This
means a 50 kilogramme bag of
the commodity could even cost
around K200,000.

Zambia's agriculture sector is
largely composed of peasant and
small-scale farmers who con-
tribute three quarters of the
country's maize production. Just
before the onset of the
2007/2008 farming season, thc
Ministry of Agriculture and Co~
operatives trimmed down the
number of beneficiaries of the
government subsidised inputs
by almost half. The situation
was compouuded by rising costs
of inputs such as seed and fer-
tiliser across the country, with a
50 kilogramme bag of fertilizer
fetching for an  average
K115,000. The agricultural sea-
son is just two months away and
input prices have maintained an
upward trend not only in
Famlva but i other parts uf the

conhd e wed shere agricuflure

is prominent.

Industry analysts havc sug-
gested that the curremt high
prices have resulted from the
increasing demand due to high
food prices, a situation exacer-
bated by the cumrent biofuel sit-
uation. Furthermore, China
recently imposed an export tar-
iff of between 100 per cent and
135 per cent on all fertilisers,
which effectively took 2.4 mil-
lion tonnes of urea out of the
world market. The supply of
phosphate is also an issue,
which is mainly sourced from
Morocco and China; where pro-
duction is largely controlled by
the government. With the cur-
rent market sitoation, it seems
unlikely that additional mining
capacity will be granted, which
would ultimately weaken the
current price.

As fertiliser prices are
becoming expensive, Kapita

said farmers must also become

productive.

“We need to work towards
improving the yield per
hectare,” Kapita said. "This can
only be doue if we revamp the
extension department in the
Mimistry of Agrieulture and Co-~
operatives so that farmers can
leam how to plant correctly,
employ correct fertilisation and
weediug methods. This can
make a difference,” Kapita said.

For example, a hectare
requires a total of eight bags of
fertiliser (both top dressiug and
basal) to produce around 100
bags of maize. This means an
average small-scale farmer with
a hectare of agricultural land
needs about K1.7 million to
produce an average of 100 (50
kilogramme) bags of maize if
eomrect farming practices are
employed, Adding up other
costs such as seed and labour,
the figure could exceed K2 mil-
lion for a hectare's productiou.
However, the Ministry of
Agriculture says yields per
hectare in the country have
been far below the expected
average of cight tonnes. From
the previous season, yiclds per
hectare have fallen ta around
1.31 tonnes per hectare (aboui
[,300 kilogrammes or 26 ol (he
50 kilogramme bags of mairc).
And if yiclds per hectare remain
at the current level. then facmn-
ers will end up incurring lagi

production costs with little crop
eoming out of their fields. For
example, if yields are main-
tained at 1.31 tonnes per
hectare from inputs worth K1.7
million - considering the cur-
rent prices of fertiliser - a
farmer will only get around
K1.2 million, calculated at
Food Reserve Agency (FRA)s
maize price of K45,000 per 50
kilogramme bag.
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By Kabanda Chutu,
Chiwoyu Sinyangwe
" and Fridsh Zinyama

FORMER ZNFU mec-
ond - vica-president
Kapiki Bwalya has
_chsllanged. the gov-
armmant to review the
tertillsar support pro-
greamme (FSP), eey-
ing It i& not serving

. the Intended purpoas,

And University of Zaembia

) dean in the School of -
Agricalture Dr Judith Lungu has
sald the FSP stll has a lot of
bonlenecks that prevents the
-Erogramme from enahling small

older farmers from becoming
self reliant io purchasing fertilis-
er.

Meanwhile, the Food
Security Research  Project-
(FSRP) under the Ministry of
Agriculture and Coaoperatlves
hae observed that scarce
resources should be directed at
improving infrastructure rather
then being consumed in expen-
sive subsidy schemes for
Zambie’s agriculture sector to
become efficient.

During cempaigns for last
manth's presidentinl election,
Prcsident Rupiah Beoada direct-
e that the feniliser subsidy far
small-scale farmers be ingreased
fram 60 per cent to 75 per cent,
resulting in ‘so cailed' *vulnera-
ble farmers' to access a 50 kilo-

 gramme bag of fertiliaer ac
-around KS50,000 instead of the
aotunl price of over K200,000.

This developmen: increased
government speoding towards
the FSP 86 Bn extra amount of
over K300 billioo was allocated
to cover inputs for around
200,000 farmers compared o
125,000 farmers that benefitted
from the facillty during the
2007/2008 farming season.

President Banda, during cam- .
paigns, also ennounced that
defence force persomnel and
civilL servants  who  were
involved In eny form of farming
were also eligible beneficiaries

_of the FSP, thereby defeating
the whole purpose of the pro-
gramme's target which seeks o
support vuloerable but viable
farmers.

The FSP, n government ini-
tiative. introduced ehaut “six
years ago, was meant 10 support
small-scale farmers who do not
have the capacity to purchase
inputs for crop preduction, This
government subsidy was aimed
a1 increasing the country's food
productinn capacity while main-
faining food security ar both
national and household levels.

Hawever, since inception, the
F5P has heen seen as a cantro-
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The farmers

ONGRATULATIONS to the people of Zambia for

conducting a peaceful election. In stark contrast to
many of our neighbours, Zambia stands out as a bright
beacon of hope in a region starved of democracy. This
orderly transfer of power sends a welcome signal to
a world looking for stable investment environments in
emerging economies that Zambia is a refiable investment
target.

If Zambia is to sustain this critical inward investment
then our leaders need to refrain from the increasingly
pervasive habit of exploiting the voiceless investor with
political pronouncements that result in flash official
visits from imrnigration, labour and other cofficials
Citizens and investors need to take comfort from the
transparent application of Zambian laws by competent
officials, not politicians looking for votes at the expense
of investment. Because such investment has no
political forum to register discontent the only way it can
express dissatisfaction with policies is capital flight. This
causes job losses, negatively impacts the exchange
rate and reduces the pace of development in Zambia.
While Zambian sovereignty is not for sale, the political
impotency of investment may need some attention if
we are to sustain this vital source of employment and
development funding.

The Fertiliser Support Programme for the 2008/9
season is to cost more than half a trillion Kwacha. The
subsequent FRA funding needed to purchase the crop
will probably cost another K200 billion on top of this.
When added to the Ministry of Agriculture costs of
monitoring this exercise there will not be much change
out of K1 trillion for the whole exercise of attempting to
provide some of the nations staple.

This $300 million investment into agriculture is probably
the biggest sum ever invested in the sector in one year.
At the end of the cycle the target of this national gift — the
smal sogle farmes — il be just as poar s fie was al e

beginning of the process.

The gift will have been transformed into an urban food
subsidy.

There has to be better way to feed Zambia than eating
another copper bonus.
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Civil Servants to get

QVERNMENT is working out
modalities on how civil servants
could benefit from this year's KE0O0billion

Fetiliser Support Programme
(FSP) according to Agriculture
and Cooperalives Minister, Sarah
Sayifwanda.

Ms Saylfwanda was responding to
a guestion from a civil servant at the
launch of the FSP in Lusaka.

Last month, President Rupiah Banda
said he had received reports that some
sections of society were not allowed

to access fertiliser because they were
getting a salary.

Mr Banda said personnel from the
defence forces were entitled to the FSP
as long as they proved that they were
bona fide farmers.

Ms Sayifwanda said her ministry would
look into ways to enable an extension of
the programme to civil servants,

*We are looking into modalities on how
it will be sorted oul...to accommodate

for this extension. They are some civil
servanis who are also into small-scale
farming,” she said.

Ms Sayifwanda said the earlier the
distribution of agriculture inputs was
done, the greater outpul the farmers
would achieve.

She said the 2007/8 farming season
came with unexpected bad weather,
especially floods that destroyed most of
the crops for the small-scale farmers.

She also said increased fertiliser prices
on the international market contributed
to the negative adverse effects in the
2007/8 farming season adding that

this prompted Government to review
the subsidy allocation and level for the
current season,

Government has since procured 80,000
metric of fertiliser and 4,000 metrics

of maize seed from the budgetary
allocation of K492 billion for the FSP for
the 2008/9 farming season.

The primary target of the FSP has

Fertiliser

Govemment has since
crocured 8C,000
metric of feriliser
and 4,000 metrics of
maize seed from the
budgetary allocation
of K492 billion for the
FSP for the 2008/9
farming sedson.,
alwa;s been resource-poor small scale
farmers. An under-worked, over paid
salaried civil servant who has just
enjoyed a substantial pay rise does not

appear o meet the criteria for benefits
under the FSP.

However, as the officials entrusted with
the implementation of the programme,
there will now be space made for them
at the FSP troughl

Hopefully there will be some fertiliser left
for the original targets.fé]

Fertilisér Distribution Problems

ERTILISER suppliers contracted

by the Government to distribute
inputs for the 2008/2009 farming season
under the Fertiliser Support Programme
{FSP) are facing difficulties in reaching
some parts of the country where they
have no supply depots to receive the
commodities.

Agriculture and Cooperatives Deputy
Minister, Daniel Kalenga disclosed

that Omnia and Nyiombo Investments
are experiencing difficulties in the
distribution of the fertiliser inputs in
Northern, Copperbelt, North-Western
and Luapula provinces because they do
not have depots in these areas.

However Mr Kalenga said the delay
in delivering the fertiliser was not the
Government's fault but the suppliers’.

“We had given enough time to the two
privale suppliers lo distribute the inpults
to all the districts and the Government
has already paid them for the service,
in fact the contracts were awarded to
them in June,” the minister said. Mr
Kalenga, said in other provinces, the

suppliers had no problems in distributing
the inputs.

"Where the suppliers have depots the
farmers have already received their
inputs,” he said.

The minister said a total of 80,000
tonnes of fertiliser and 4,000 tonnes of
seed were expected lo be distributed
under the FSP for the 2008/2009
farming season.

Mr Kalenga said in Central, Province a
total of 13,718 tonnes of fertiliser and
686 tonnes of seed would be allocated,
for the Copperbelt about 10,000 tonnes
of fertiliser and 500 tonnes of seed
would be distributed.

In Eastern Province, 14,784 lonnes of
fertiliser and 739 tonnes of seed would
be distributed. In Luapula, 3,824 tonnes
of fertiliser and 191 tonnes of seed
would be distributed.

Lusaka Province will receive 5,760
tonnes of fertiliser and 288 tonnes of
seed. Northern Province will get 11,337

tonnes of fertiliser and 566 tonnes of
seed. The North-Westem Province will
receive 4,064 tonnes of ferliliser and 203
tonnes of seed. Southem Province will
get 14,486 tonnes of fertiliser and 724
tonnes of seed and Western Province
will get about 2,000 tonnes of fertiliser
and 100 tonnes of seed.

Mr Kalenga said a transparent system
in the distribution of the feriliser had
been put in place and would help guide
the Government on the number of
farmers accessing the inputs.

The entire exercise will cost in excess of
K492 billion ! Then we will have the FRA
funding requirements to buy the maize
produced from the fertiliser — at least
another K150 billion. There has to be a
more cost effective way to meeting our
food needs.

We are, once again, eating the Copper
Bonus. Except that this time the bonus
has ended with the collapse in copper

prices.

Then what ? (€]
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During campalgns for last month’

presidential election, Prnldant Huplah Banda directad mat thv I-rtlllu-

or subaldy for smali~scale farmers be Increased frorn 80 per aent to 78 per cant

veraial undertaking s it hes, ona
number of oecasions, been noted
that very fow of the vulnereble
farmers wero accessing the
iupt}tlt:. Saveral p:n;a of the ¢our11-
try have reported havin, ple
arrested meaﬂgnwd prp:fuse
of e facility a5 & pumber of
inputs end up on the. black mar-
kets instead of being utllised by
tha targeted groups.

. Co-minister of Agriculture
and  Co-operatives  Sarah
Seyifwanda however, main-
tained that the FSP is only meant
for the vulnersble but visble
small-scals farmers, with a total
of 200,000 expected to benefit
from the government subsidised
inputs during the 2008/2009
famunlg BEREC]),

Saylfwanda explained that the
farmers who gre exgected to
accass ‘Inputs under the. F5P

wore those reglstered with dif-
ferent co-operativu Jsacieties
acT0ss the country. -

"It is only the 200,000 regis-
tered farmers who ate eligible iz
receélve the subsidised fertlliser
which s selling for K30, 00g,"
sbe said.

And Bwalya said there is noed
1o find bester ways of increasing
food groducuon thap throwing
away hillloos of kwacha {n sub~
sidies at lesa efficlent and inef-
fectlve farmers, = -

He said the FSP should be
revised because In real terma, It
does not exlst and it does not

, suppert an Increnes | in fqud pro-

duction.

“Singe inceptlon of the PSP in
2002, no coe has come op with
actwal figures of prodiction and
mainly it Is targated at same
farmers every year and these

same farmers do oot move 10
next levels so in rea] ferms, the
F&P does -not extst and 1t should
be rev:ewed to include nssaciat-
ed services such as guldance ahd

egricultare  extengion, “for

instance, ome hectare of fertilised
malze by cammerclal farmérs
normally produces over 100

" bags but the vulnerable farmers
only produce about 40 or Igss -

begs under FSP,” Bwalya sald.
e seid the FSP was ideally
Introduced to increrse food pro-

 ductlon but the reality on the
. ground was different.

"There is something which is
not right about the FSP bocause

‘why should farrers get almost

free fertillser but the yields do
not grow bul if the same fertills-
er s ap;}:hed by ‘commercial
farmers, the production is differ-
ent aod If the FSP is to achieve

its Intended purpose, rhen gov-

ernmept ahould also attach agri-
culture extension services and
other forms. of gu:danse." said
Bwalya.

Tho revised FSP programme
would result in procurement of
80,000 ‘tonneq of fertiliser and
4000 tohnes of malze seed 1o
cater for 200,000 small-scale
farmers, about 20 per cent of the
total 1,3 mifllon smell-scale
farroers in the gountry who are
classifled s vulnerabia and are
registered at varjous coopera-
tves across the country.

And Dr Lungy said thers was

_teed’ to atrengthen monitoring

mechaniams 1o ensure the coo-
tinuous evahuation of the Impact
of the FSP in helping to make
vulnerable farmers viable,

Dr Longu however, said the
quaxntity of the FSP allogation to

Lusaka Province would get
5,760.00 1onnes of fertiliser and
28B.00 tonnes of seeds, with

sidised

* The govemment has since -
sturted dlsmburm the sub-
inpuis through its
-appointed sgents Ommia and
Nyiombo Investments, but these

Northern Provioce receiving
11,337.60 tonnes of fertiliser
and 566,88 tonnes of seed. .
North Westarn would receive
4,064 topnes of fertiliser und
203.20 tonnes of seed while
Southern Provimes is-'receiving
14,486.40 topnes of feriilider,
and 724.32 tonnes of eeed,

Westem Province would receive
2,009.60 tonnes of fertiliser snd
100,48 tonves of seed,

¢OmpanNies are facing difficulties
in supplying the commodities.
due w lack of depots In same
parts of the country;

Under the 2008/2009 F5P,
Central Provinee would get
13,718.40 tonnes of fertiliser
with 68592 tonnes of seed
while the Copperbelt would
receive 10,016 tonnes of fertilis-
er and 500.80 toones of seed.
Eastern Province would be sup-

lied with 14,784.00 tonnes of
g llizer and 739.20 ronnes nf
seed while Luapula would
3,824.00 tounes of fertiliser wuh
191.20 1onnea of seed.

individual farmers may not be
adequate to make @ meamugﬁ:l
t.

‘One hectare of maize is not
enough to enable a amall halder
farmer raise enough to move
from being subsistent to beable
to buy fertiliser and seeds for
themselves for the next farming
season and be able 1o graduein
from dependence on subsidies,
So that could be one of the rea-
son but of course, there have
heen a lot of studies that have
been done on why FSF has not
delivered to expectations,” Dr
Lungu said,

And Dr Lupgu ssid there was
peed to evaluate whether . the
ampunt being demanded as con-
tributlon towards the FSP was
affordable.

"The result s that some small
holder farmers would get (he
fertilizer just for some people
who can afford and net use it
themselves, To some, even the

.25 per cemt being demanded

befors the farmer could access it
might be too much, .50 they end
up fronting for other,” said Dr
Lungu. “These are things that
must be followed up but current-
Ly, there isn’t that information.”

And the FSRP policy survey
report funded by the United
States Agency for Intemational
Development and the Swedish
1meruatmnal Drevelopment

encg obeerved that 70 per
cent of the budget for ministry
of agriculure and cooperatives
goes into fertiliser subsidies,
maize marketing and stock hold-

. ing programmes,

The report  stated  that
improvement of infrastructure
such s roads, electricity, exten-
sion serviges and eduecation
were mportant for the country’s

riculture to become more effi-
clent, It stated that market
access was & key determinant in
small scale farmer 8 mcm'n:
diversification and

“Development o ngnculture
is important to bring about the
structural change required for
long-term growth but the intro-
duction of subsidy programmes
does not seem to be the most
efficient route to develop agri-
colture and these subsidy
schemes are problematié not
only from an efficiency perspec-
tive but also from the distribu-

“tion point of view” it stated.

“Hence the scarce agriculture
resources sbould be directed at
Improving . infrestructure rather
then consumed in expensive
subsidy schemes if Zambia's
agriculture is w become effi-
clent thereby conuibutiog o
poverty redustion.™
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FSP nol serving intended purpose

S demand for food Increases ~ fusiled by growing pop-

ulations, rsing Incomes and global integration -

Za.mbilnudatoalﬁcallylﬂ'aswlssonlm ving s agri-
culural production for household end naﬂag'aiofaadqm-

) ¥ The point for Zambia |s to recognise the fact that

: country has an enormous agricultural potential, In

B lama of land, water and labour. And recogniaing the fact

. food, the govamment has

rted a sizeable number of emall-scale

ut viable farmers, In malze production

provislon of subskdised Inputs through the

pport Programme fSPge l¢ Initiative has

jl besn in place since 2002, but as has been obearved, 1t has
fl not fufly served its Intended purFose.

We say ec bacause we beliave during every famming

i season, only a few of the targetad group have access o

B the povernment subsidisad fariillser, while the larger part of

5 the allocation elther finds tsell on the black market or Is

iven to those farmers who have the capacity to fully

thelr own produciion.
There are several hiccups or weakneases of the fertlls-
|t.p ramrye, but Just to point out a few, we also

» naeds 1o be revisited to ensure that It &

i targeats vulnerabls farmers and waslet them to graduate ko

B3 a foval where they will have the capachty to finance thalr [
8 own; whils leaving roam to new entrante to benedfit from the ;

ftural subsidins,

] canmclgm for the October 30 presi-
Presigent Ruplah Banda announced that &
normeusly reduced prices of fartilsar to
,000 per bag, and he urged civil servants and defence

also acosss the faclity. But the quastion ls:

losing kts focus, -

pport [} .
N Wa are aware of the fact that Zambla has ovar a million I
small-scale farmers. From this figure, three quartsrs of the §

smal-scalefpeasant farmers require

support
[ In one way or the way, and Input subsidiee in this sifuation BN
ol

can prove to be an-attractive Incentive to Increase produc-

il tion and househeld and national food securty. From this B

year's aliccation, we know that 200,000 vulnerabla small-

ocale farmers are supposed fo benefit from the FSP inputs. |
But this wilt not happen If we allow rich farmers with I
sncugh rescurnss to purchase their own In| and ol B

servants to acceas the Inpute under. the Fertlliser Support i
Programme and dery the vulnerable tarmer an opportunl- |§

ty 1o produce. Wa know that prices of fertillsar have drast-

cally Increased to unprecedsnted lavels of around
K220,000, but this should not be causs for tha govemment
ll to even allow rich farmers and civil servants 1o enjoy ben~

M efits of the Fartliser Support Programme instead of it &8

[ focusing on vulnerable farmers.

Por7 -
N L2007

- 1 rﬂiﬁsTﬁ?liuu. wa only raoo that distribution 8
i for thase FSP inputs eaches the intanded beneficlary and i
i not allow those who are not supposed to benafit from this |2
ki arrangement fo have access to aubsidised fertlisers, BB
& Granting subsldies to farmars can enhance agricultural ¥
gﬂrodu n, although the practics can be financlaly uneus- §
§ tainable for the government, But ag the situation stands g2
i now, Zambla cannot do withaut subsidies to the vuinerable [
i but viebla smali-scale farmers as they constitute the

B largest part of the laming community, and produce ovar [l
) bl of Zamoia' g i, A procuos over

s fotal makze production.

Saudi Arabla became self eufficient In wheat production
because lt pald e farmers 20 imes the world markat price,
 meaning that with subaidies, farmers can almost produce
B anyn-nm r-lhn'mem. However, this |8 normally tinsnclally
Ll for the gevernment. Tha trend In malza pro

duction should tell us more and is & waming that 50 much %
needs to be done in the agriculture Industry. 1n 2008/20048

2006/2007, the country produced about 1.57 metric tonnes
hactara, and then In the 2007/2008 season, we came

exparts on crop production. Without thie and without tack:
ing the wealnassos of the FSP, we will sas that malze
production will continue to dwindle urtl we reach lavels
i whmm cultivation of the crop will no longer be viable and
N profitable,
 We also nead to redllse that devaloplng the agriculture
b sactor adequately can assist Zambla io alaln the
H Millannium Dsvelopment Qoals (MDGs) br 2015, Having
Q?s.;g‘d the midpolnt of the MDG ach
& ls among countriss In the raglon that have keen
listed by axparts as having made some progress-on a-few
goals, remalning with a blg challenge an halving sxtreme
paverty and huriger — especlally in rural areas — by 2015,
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kvt considers engaging private
seclor in farming input distribution

By Florence Bupe, Joan
Chirwa and Chiwoyu
Sinyangwe
ZAMBIA is about to
experience the most
disastrous man-made
agricultural season,
an economic advisor

has warned.

Amd Zambin  Agricultural
aml Commodities Exchange
(ZAMACE) Limited has called
o the privade sector (o lead the
wuy 10 seeing the business case
andd enhancing he swate of the
agricultural commodilies seclor
inn 1he country,

Meanwhile, agricuilure min-
istee Dy Brinn Chimwo has dis-
closed rhat Ihe gnvernoent
would  next yeur consider
engaging several companies m
the distribulion of Ffurming
inpuls under the Fertiliser
Suppart Programme (FSP).

The agricultora) sector has
seem a massive rise o the cost
of inputs this ycar compared to
the previous farming season,
with a 30 kilogramine bag of
fertiliser now being sold al an
uverage price of R2530,000.
This price is far beyond the
reach of most smull-scale farm-
ers it the counrry who eno-
tribuie over hulf of the country
total maize ovtpul, The silua-
lion. aceording lo agricultural
expurts, is expecied to reduce
maize production levels by
both commercial and small-
seale Tarmers as the cmp is
scemingly hecotnjug vnprof-
itable and coslly.

“Even comumnercial furmets
realize that a 200 per ceal
increase in the price of fertiliser
is not cosl cflicient,” said
Chibamiba Kanyana, an eco-
nomic consultant.  “Anyone
whiy gruws maize knows that
the actual price of maize will
equully have 1o rise 1o more
than K120,000 per 50 kilo-
gramme 1 vecover the cost.”

Kanyuma said the high
prices of farming puts would
ultimalely impact oa mealie-
mezl prices.

“The difficulty then will be
aboul the price of mealie-meal.
Government will not accepl a
slecp incrcase in maize meal.
Muny commercial farmers will
nol see any value in growing
matze this season,” bhe sawd.

Kanyamu said the high inpu
prives would result iz u further
increase in foad prices, which
would ulrimately tmpact an the
country’ s inflation rate.

He further attributed  the
experted ool price nerease in

Zambia o governmenl’s failuce
1o meex1 the high demand far ler-
lliser under the FSP.

“The sudden rise in [ouwd
prices has made muore people
gel involved in [arining, and
everyone, including civil ser-
vanls, who we seeking to access
lertiliser under 1he FSP. The
demund is so huge that govern-
ment will net cope, [t is beeom-
ing increasingly worrying that
maize hell regions  memain
uncultivined despite the reasun-
ably good start 1o the planling
se4son a4y rains have al least
been adequate.” sajd Kanyama,

And [ Chiluwo last Friday
said the government was also
looking al ways of revamping
Mitrogen Chemicals of Zambia
(NC7) to cnable it contribute to
the country's ferliliser needs
unlike the current situalion
where Zambin imports the com-
modity,

“We are looking al increas-
ing Ihe number of companies v
the [ediliser programme. Aud ]
think the rwo  companies
{Omuia fertilisers and Myinmbo
Investmenls) should know that
closing lhe depots is not the
way 10 do business,” said Dr
Chitnwe, “We should solve our
problems through dialogne and
I hope This is the last 1ime the
occurrence of [his natore is bap-
pening.”

A couple of months ago, he
Zmnbia  Nadicmal — Farmers
Union {ZNFUY warned  thiat
engaging ouly two companies
in (e disteibwion of Tarming
inputs under ISP was not work-
mg well lor 1he indastry. i

It noted that the two compa-
nies held government at vansam
for unpaid momies onee cons
tracted 10 distrihute inpues
small-scale Farmers.

Only last wecek, Omnia
Fertifiser had sospended the
distribution of inpuls to farmers
owing to govemment’s Tailure
to ofTset the S0 per cent balance
of the total payment in lime with
the contriel agrecment signed
belween the Lwo partics prior o

Ihe commencement of the cxer-
cise.

And ZAMACE Limited said
it was evident thac the cam-
modities marker in Zanibia, like
many counirics in Africa, faced
a mullitude nl inarkel iinperflec-
Hons that stifle prowth in the
wider agriculture sector.

*These unperfectinns include
but vur limited to the puor inar-
ket inforination and  intelli-
gence, very litlle reliable data
on trade flows, u large propor-
tion of informal Irade, poorly
defined indusiry-wide quality
standacds, poor cammunication,
Tow levels nf transparency and
trust, limiled enforcecable coo-
tracts and dispute resolulion
mechanisii and high ransac-
tion costs asseciated wirh quali-
ty varialions, and the plhysical
movemenl ol goods,” swated
Briam  Tembn, ZAMACE
Liipited’s execotive divector. *TL
is cardinal that the private sec-
lor feads the way in sceing the
business case and ephancing the
state ol the agrienltnral com-
wixlitics sector in the country.
Of course, this cannot happen
ssolation from the government
as they have u key vole w play
as [acilitator of bnsiness. A lot
of people seemn 1o hnve a subsis-
lence nindset when it cowes to
apricullure. Success slories like
Zambeel Produets Ple demon-
steale that with the righl mix of
skills wnd  combinulion uf
assels, a living can be nade
from agriculbure

Temba said agricalture was
one of the activities that pene-
trate 1o the prass roots,

*Fuoul is very important for a
healthy nation both [rom the
social and cconomie point af
view. The cost of [ood has a
significant coutribution o the
inllation [igure. The cwrrent
high inflation ligures are a
direct result of the increase in
the cost uf Food. The result of
high inflation is an increase in
lhe cost of borrowing which in
e increases the cost of inpuls

and general conduct of busi-

ness,” Tembo said. “Zambia
necds 1o attain the level where
all these factors are recognised
und properly tackled. The other
major conlribelor W the cost off
doing business is ol within our
contral — oil. Faced with 4 mwul-
Lipticily of variables, we cap al
the harest minimum manipulaje
taclors that are in owr conwol.
For the second year runuing, we
have professed as a nation that
agsicullure will be our main pri-
ovity lallowed by tnurisim. The
aim one would imagive is 1o

reduce the dependence on cop-
per. To make any level of apri-
culrnral activity work, there is
need for the produce o have a
market. A formal markel that
has iategrity, standucds for the
commnditien so traded and
rales of conduet ad proce-
dupe.”

ZAMACE was cstablished in
May 2007 as a direct result of
considerable demand by the
majarity of stakeholders in the
agricultural sector for a for-
malised market nwechanism.




e ——

‘ud
ptes ‘eiquez Jo adoad
o) oy sesmpord sy Ino
-uoy pue apud s31 mopjEMS
JUowWuIDA08 Ayl 197,

aunurIforg

Joddng BT ER |

2} woy payjauaq afdoad
W31 eyl 2INSu3 pIooyYs
wowuiaaed  pres oy

‘padaes g | ‘ofdoad any
da1] 0} 3uryrey JoJ JusuIuIs
-A08 a1y £q paIealn aq [fim
1 uag) ‘reak 1xau Jaduny
aq [ aray Jf otdoad o
diaq 01 Sulgjewros op ueo
WounuaAed 129] Auons

I 'y3n sAeme-s1 12811} -

-13} Inq Mo] A1aa are sdoro
1sow Jo ssoud oyg,,
‘sdoro
=) jo s2o1d 0) paredos
saoud Ioydrg e I9SIM

-13) Suidnq arm ajdoad.

JeI pes sem | pres ayg
prEs

L] |, UAO IO U0 TasifL

-1} Anq 0} a9euew j ueo

K2y asnesaq sIawIe) L)
diay pue diysiopea] moys
0} juaunisaod 3mdm me
MOU “IoS[|IMaj Wagy 2Ard
10U a4 Aoy Fuiles are
sIosuods aulos ‘9INUNE Jse[
Il UI MOU JNg IEdK Sy
Surtaney odoeqo) IoJ Apear
9Jom SIDULIE] 9SO,
"SISULIR] PApPUENS 9] N0
I'eq djoy ©1 jJuaUiIoA0d
o2y} o1 pofeadde myg
PUIYIIM
Y] I0A0 MOIAJIIUI UE
ur yuawdo]aadp 2} paliIy
-U0d N SeSNTT JUIW
-elfed Jo Ioquiswl JINf)
1eduediyy I2UL0g
“I9SI[1M9] Wayl
potuap satuedmos Suuos
-uods auros I9)je pIpuUERNS
2TE SOUTAOT] WId)Sef UT SI2
-ULIe] 0358q0) 1SOUW pUy
“Ia)
-yewr o) Sunednsoaun [[us
a1am ao1jod 1) pue Aeplig
15r] papuayaidde sem 300d
-SNS 91]) PIES SI2JNOS Y],

13S1]1113} O} Jueaul WigQL) Ul Sieaddesip uejy

‘pavsodap uaaq 124
10U pET] ASUOLL 3Y} 35NEI3Q
sindat 108 j0u  pronom
Tagna Ul 484 a2y jJo
SaUEIdaUaq papuaut (5T
I3A0 PIES 20IN0S ML,

‘erednyy ur i sodop
0] JIas Sem 9 uaym oFe
SY2am JoIp) Inoqge Aduol
a1 yim poreaddesip uos
-Tadneyo oY) pres ezipey)
ur saomnos 2o1j0d jng

-Ioyewl 23 Juinsand
2I0M SOITUOYINE JUBAI[I
opp Surdes ‘spelap 210w
2413 J0U P[NOJ Ing JUIPIoUL
Y} pAULTUGS  IQUIBIIT
OWIXE IDUOISSLL
-WI0D 19THSIp  BZIpER(D)

(dsd) sunueiBoag
Hoddng Jasiiye4
ay} 10} jueaw
uotjjiw 00l daao
yiim  Bupeaddesip
10} IMgnA ul Ayeioosg
aanelodion ssaulieq
ownae)] Jo uos
-ladajeys ay} 10} Juny
-UBW B payaunej aAey
Bz|peyd Ul 3JN0d

madjyy
u] 1MW Jaydoysuyy Ag

L - SMiIN INDH

8007 ‘7T 3quaoa(] Aepuoly ‘LSO HHL



L AT

g h‘?l;ésrﬂfr Fale gt 28,

'] 1) PR S AN o
TANATVEY, WRNARR o 2

- HOME NEWS - 7

Mambwe DC prevents

resale of FSP fertiliser

By Christopher Mit! In Chipata

ABOUT sixty bags of fertiliser and seed under the
Fertiliser Support Programme (FSP) that was meant for
resell in Chipata have been impounded in Mambwe.

Mambwe district commissioner John Chilowa said his
office impounded bags and suspected that some benefici-

- aries of the FSP could be behind the scam.

*The fertiliser is coming from Lubaneni Cooperative
Society which is in chief Mnkhanya's area while the other
fertiliser was from Akwiza Cooperative Society within
chief Jumbe's area,” he said.

. Chilowa expressed disappointment over the behaviour
of some farmers who were reselling fertilizer.

"] just want to express a lot of disappointment that gov-
ernment efforts are being shot down with this type of
behaviour because these are the same people who say they
are not receiving fertiliser. I am very disappointed with
these cooperatives because this fertiliser is not meant for
rescll. It is even clearly written on the bag that it is not for
resell,” he said.

-Chilowa said one of the vehicles that was used to trans-
port the fertiliser had no registration number but his office
managed to get rid of the fertiliser and offloaded the
inputs. -

Chilowa said his office had launched investigations into
the matter.




Punish fertilizer re-sellers

CHIEF Siachitema of
the of Kalomo has
called for ‘stern
action against his
subjects who arere-
selling fertiliser
received under the
Fertiliser Support

Programme (FSP).

The chief said some
of his subjects were
re-selling fertiliser

~ just at the point of

- collection.

He called for an audit

! to determine how
many farmers have
applied the
fertiliser received.

The traditional leader

-said this at his
palace when
Southern Province
Minister, Daniel
Munkombwe, paid

- - -

a courtesy call on
him recently.

“I want an audit of all
cooperatives that
have received
fertiliser under the
Fertiliser Support
Programme. There
is need to take
stock of all
members and to
ask them where
they have taken the
fertiliser,” he said.

And Mr Munkombwe
said it would be
difficult for his
office to fight for
more fertiliser when
beneficiaries were
selling it.

And government has
allocated a total of
9,848 packs of
farming inputs to

farmers in Kalomo.

District agricultural
coordinator, Max
Choombe, said this
meant that 9,848
individual farme:s
and 625
cooperatives have
benefited from this
vear’s fertiliser
s upport
programme.

He said there was an
increase from last
year’s 6,000 packs
that were received
in the district.

Dr Choombe said this
in Kalomo when
Mr Munkombwe
toured maize crops
in the district. -
ZANIS
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Jica bails out Kapiri farmers

By Times Reporter
KAPIRI MPOSHI District
hasreceived K6 billion worth
offertiliser from the Japanese
International Cooperation
Agency (Jica) for the next
farming season. '

Central
Permanent Secretary, Denny
Lumbama said in Kabwethat
it was gratifying that Jica,
which last week gave Kabwe
District K6 billion worth of
fertiliser, had replicated the
gesture in Kapiri Mposhi.

Mr Lumbama said in an
interview vesterday that the

Province

fertiliser, which
supposed to be used during
this farming season, would
instead be used in the next
season as the inputs had come
late. '

was

“Jica procured fertiliser
worth K12 billion for Kapiri
Mposhi and Kabwe districts
inits quest 10 supplement the
Government’s efforts in the
farming sector,” he said,

Mr Lumbama welcomed
the donation and said that it
would help supplement the
Government's efforts 1o

. enhanceagricultureinthe two

districts.

“We wish other partners to
emulate the gesture by Jica
not only in the agricultural
sector but many other areas
of the economy toc. The
Government is currently
overburdened and with the
current global economic
crunch, any efforts aimed at
assisting us are welcome," Mr
Lumbama said.

The fertiliser has already
started arriving in Kapiri
Mposhi and will be kept by
Nyiombo Investments until
the next farming season for
distribution.’
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'Mwinilunga round-up

by

'MP gets
on fertliser use

MWINILUNGA West Broadcasting Services, said
member of Parliament he had informed the office
Elijah Muchima says he ofthe district commissioner
will monitor distribution about the issue.

and application of fertiliser He said subsidised
in his constituency to fertiliser was being sold to
ensure optimum use of the  small-scale farmers to
commodity by enable them graduate to
beneficiaries. commercial farming.

Mr Muchima said he Mwinilunga district
would work with the office  commissioner Webster
of the district Samakesa said the district
commissioner tocarry out  had received 1,000 bags of
fertiliser audits. fertiliser from the required

He said in an interview 5,000, adding that it had
in Mwintlunga thathehad been  distributed to
received reports that some  cooperatives.
farmers were selling He called on Miombo
tertiliser to farmers in Investments, the company
neighbouring Angola and ' contracted to distribute
Demaocratic Republic of  fertiliser, to hasten delivery
Congo. of Compound D fertiliser to

“Tt appears some people  enable farmers apply it on
are selling agricultural time.
inputs such as fertiliser, Mr Samakesa said the
which is the reason we  district was waiting for the
need drastic measures to  remnaining nwnber of bags
monitor use of the tobe delivered.
commodity,” he said. He said Miombo had been

Mr Muchima, said who  further durected to repack
is Deputy Minister of 239 seed packs which were
Information and underweight,
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‘B(plam subsidised

fertiliser distribution’

From WALLEN SIMWAKA Mr Munkombwe
in Choma . admitted that government
SOUTHERN Province had not come up with a
minister Daniel Munkombwe  water-tight mechanism of
was on Mopday ‘told by Chief monitoring the distribution
Macha and his-subjects to process,
explain the' systcm used in the He said it was true that
disttibution of subsidised most of the subsidised
fertiliser "and other farm fertiliser had found its way
inputs, " onto the black market
Chief Macha accused some where it was fetching
cooperatives of abusing between K200 000 to
subsidised farm inputs by K250,000.

o e 3 i, . SN i ol A A st 2l

allegedly allowing Mr Munkombwe said
unscrupulous businessmen government was getting
to access them. embarrassed by persistent

He said. although, his reports of people reselling
subjects had paid for the farm  subsidised farm inputs.
inputs, most of them had not He admitted there had
received the fertiliser packs, been a lot of cheating by

Chief 'Macha advised people who  were

government to carry out an Supposed to- be
inventory of the beneficiaries. ‘
cooperatives in his chiefdom Mr Munkombwe said he

to determine how many decided to visit some

beneficiaries had received the ~Peasant farmers to have a

inputs. true pigtu;e of what the
He alleged that there was b;nefu:larlels.were doing

no coordination between With the fertiliser.

some of the cooperatives and We have discovered

L1 that most of the
the Fertiliser Support - .
Programme (FSP) subsidised fertiliser does

A not reach the intended
beneficiaries.

. beneficiaries. As-
Mr Munl.combwe was in government, we are
Choma touring selected farm

bl getting embarrassed as
ocks to assess how the people take advantage and

subsidised fertiliser was being denounce us. A ot of the

distributed. ) fertiliser is finding its way
Chief Macha said unless gnio the black market

At Gl pa gy s a L A -tmm“‘“ ik st

RV NP WS S = g

g government improved its because there has been a
= monitoring ‘mechanisma, lot of cheating on the part
37 °  many vulnerable but viable of some cooperatives and
: farmers would not benefit. their members,” he said. I
v L
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Chituwo blasts DCs
over farming inputs

By Gilllan Namungala

AGRICULTURE minister
Dr Brian Chituwo . has
expressed disappointment
with district commissioners
who are not reporting people
reselling the government
subsidised farming inputs
under the Fertiliser Support
Programme (FSP).

In an interview, Dr
Chituwo said as government
representatives in various
districts, district commis-
sioners (DCs) were- sup-
posed-to repart those misdi-
recting inputs under -the
FSP. '

“It is unfortanate that it

had to take this ministry to

gt

Dr Chituwo
send a team of officers to go
round the country to get
facts on the ground when

government has representa- -
_tion ‘i ‘these areas,” Dr+ '~
" Chimwo said. “Why should

we waste money sending
people out there. to get this

, information when we have

people who can access this
information and avail it to
]-]-5?" o . = )

Dr Chituwo. however
commended Mambwe dis-
trict commissioner John

- Chilowa for reporting those

who were diverting the
farming inputs and called on
other DCs to emlate him.

He said his ministry was
concerned with  recent
reports of people reselling
FSP farming inputs.

Dr Chituwo, who said the

FSP was a good project
meant *to help vulnerable
farmers, wondered why peo-
ple in charge where misdi-
recting the inputs to those
who were not entitled.

“I question what is hap-
pening because they are
people charged with the
responsibility to ensure that
the inputs reach the intended

small-scale farmers but why

this Is happening makes me
wonder,” Dr Chituwo said.
He said it was unfortunate
that in some arcas, thosé in
charge of the FSP were the
ones dividing the inputs.

Dr Chituwo said H was
sad that despite his ministry
not using its own personnel
the vice has continued.

“This time we used peo-
ple in the community and
cooperatives to register the
small scale farmers but this
has not helped going by the
reports of reselling the
inputs,” Dr Chituwo said.

Asked whether the FSP
was going to continue this
year with civil servants
receiving the inputs, Dr
Chituwo said the project
was currently under review
and that his office was wait-
ing for a report.

He added that the report
would help in deciding
whether the project would
continue or not.

And Dr Chituwo has said
he would respect the opinion
of those saying he had been
misplaced at his pew min-
istry.

“Managing a minisiry is
all about understanding a
human being and work with
them hence one does not

- need to have qualifications

for that,” said Dr Chitowo .
“I am not misplaced, all 1

~need to do is work with

experts in this ministry to
answer the how. 1 want to
contribule to sustaining agri-
culture by engaging all the
experts and various stake-
holders.”
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Fertiliser programme

gobbles K392 billion

By Sunday Times Reporter
THE Governmnent has spent over K592 billion on the Fentiliser”
Support Programme (FSP) for the current farming season
compured to last year's K240 billion,

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister, Brian Chituwo who
disclosed this, however, expressed disappointment that the
programme was marred by dishonesty that had resulted in loss
of a lot of money.

The minister has proposed that cooperative societies should
be strengthened to ensure that only genuine farmers registered
as members to obtain full benefits from the FSP.

The FSP is a Government initiative meant to empower

small-scale farmers with subsidised inputs.
Under the prograimime, the ‘

Government targets farmers
perceived to be vulnerable but
viable.

Dr Chituwo said the FSP
experienced bottlenecks
during the past year such as
fraud because of the large
number of fake farmers and
cooperatives.

Lastmonth, the Copperbelt
provincial administration
initiated~a probe into an

alleged scam in which

unscrupulous- dealers have
been accessing fertiliser under L
the ESP. *CHITUWO

The investigation followed reports of an increase in fake
cooperatives that have dubiously registered under the FSP and
are benefiling from the programme at the expense of peasant
farmers.

The ministry has decided to conduct areview of the FSP 10
ensure that such hiccups are addressed to increase production
from all comers of Zambia.

In aninterview during the week, Dr Chituwo said agriculwural
officers were already in the field collecting data after which a
comprehensive report would be submitted.

“As soon as this report is done, we will review the FSP and
coine up with mechanisims that will ensure that only the
intended recipients benefit,” he said.

On the supply of inputs, Dr Chituwo said there was need for
early tendering of suppliers for fertiliser to ensure etfficient
distribution of the commodity.

Recently, one of the contracted distributors, Nyiombo
Investinents had difficulties transporting the commodity from
Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania to Zambia and caused a delay in
the distribution process.

The minister said he had asked the ministry’s permanent
secretary to start the process of procurements.

“It would be great for the agricultural sector if we could
have more players on board to ensure that this vital fanning
input is readily available throughout the year,” Dr Chituwo
said. ‘

On plans for this year, Dr Chituwo said the ministry would
work to strengthen partnerships among the various stakeholders
to ensure sustainability. .

He said among the priorities, the ministry would seek to
improve food security in Zambia, especially in view of the
current global economic recession which had contribured to
the escalating food prices.

Dr Chituwo said it was encouraging that a cross-scction of
people had started realising the key role that agriculture
played in national development.

While there was more attention given to the mining sector
in the past, the Government had, through the Fifth National
Developiment Plan, prioritised agriculture, tourism and
manufacturing, among others areas, he added.

This year, the ministry will also strengthen its extension
services to help impart knowledge to siall-scale fanners who
contribute about 60 per cent of the farnning products in
Zambia. :

“We want to assist our small-scale farmers increase their
production and we also plan to help thein have easy access o
markets. The Government will this year also help the small-
scale farmers maxumse their yields as a way of sustaning
food security.” he said.

Dr Chituwo said there was need to intensity conservation
farining because of its efficiency in retainmg soil nurients

He said most fertile soils in the country hud been affecied as
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Fertiliser fraudsters
should be dealt with

EVLEN in the face of economic and other challenges that
jolted e national Budget last year, the Government did
not faligr in meetipg its obligations to cushion the lives ol its
citizens, especiaily those mired in pov erty.

Agamsl the backdrop of many competing needs, the
commitment toensuring that vulnerable small-scale farmers
were pyt back on the rails has been demonstrated through
the elevated funding to the Fertiliser Support Programme
{FSP). . '

From K240 billion during ‘the 2007/8 scason, the
Govermment lifted the allocation to K592 billion for the
current season ju maintaining its vision on food security for
all.

However, we are appalled by the conduct of some
treacherous people who have decided to cheat their way
into the programme by pretending that they are genuine
farmecs when in faet they are only interested in lining their
pockets.

Agriculture and (,ooperatlves Minister, Brian Chituwo
has nok minasked his disappointment with people who are
hiding fehind the veil of dubious cooperatives so that they
are considered eligible for the FSP.

1luge amounts of money are being lost because some
people®who are not entitled to subsidised fertiliser are
squeezing themselyvesinto the programme lllrough dishonest
condug

It was because of similar deeds that the Copperbelt
pmvu{'eml administration last year -launched an
investibation into reports that a number of dubious
cooperatives had been formed with the sole aim of siphoning
off milljons of Kwacha from the FSP.

Inlight of this, it is important to digest the proposal by r
Chituwo that cooperatives should be strengthened to seal
any loiphdles. Only gennine farmers should belong to
cooperBtives and enjoy.the benefits of the subsidised farming
inputs.,,

1t w:il also be necessary to pursue and prosecute people
who have hencfited from the FSP fraudulently so that such
conductisdiscouraged in'the future. Any acts that frustrate
anobifinifiative such as the FSP should be condemned by
all we -menmng citizens.
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FERTILISER SUBSHDY WAS AN
HLEGTION GIMMIGN - 36T

By Mwala Kalaluka

RUPIAH Banda's increase of fertiliser
— subsidies were just an election gim-
mick, Patriotic Front (PF} vice-president
Guy Scott (right) charged yesterday.
And chairman for the Parliamentary Committee
on Agriculture Request Muntanga yesterday said
the MMD government's politically-motivated
decision to entice non-vulnerable groups into the
FSP has bred serious corruption in the country.
To page 4




Fertiliser subsidy was an election gimmick - Scott

From front page

Commenting on reports of misap-
plication of farming inputs in various
parts of the country, Scott aecused
President Banda of carrying out the
distribution of subsidised fertiliser
under  the  Fertiliser  Support
Programme (FSP) in a very sloppy
INAnner.

“This huge fertiliser handout was
just an election gimmick and we are
going to have a very poor season
because the commercial farmers are
going to plant just half of what they
usually plant because of the problems
of fertiliser,” Scott said. “The whole
FSP exercise is just a waste of time
and if you start opening the door to
people who are not vulnerabie farm-
ers. these are the people who will buy
the cheap fertiliser. This is the trou-
ble. This is why the Soviet Union
[ailed and this is why all these svs-
lems ]'ailfd."

arged -.that President
istration had not put in

place serions logistical monitoring
mechanisms to back the increase of
fertiliser subsidies. .

“This is a major logistical under-
taking and you need proper informa-
tion and there are no such logistics in
place,” he said. “Even if there was no
theft, by the time the fertiliser is dis-
tribnted, it is past the time for plant-
ing. Tbese subsidies are being wasted
because they are not reaching the
people on time.”

Seott said food shortages would
continue as long as the current gov-
emment did not come up with a clear
plan on fertiliser distribution.

And Muntanga said President
Banda's government should shoulder
the blame for such eorrupt tendencies
because they had enticed people that
werée not farmers to access the cheup
FSP fertiliscr.

Muntanga said it was unsdstain-
able and nnrealistic to expect that the
FSP woulil be devoid of any corrupt
activities when the price of the gov-

-

, ernment subsidised fertiliser was way

cheaper than the one being sold by
other fertiliser dealers. ‘

“The extension officers are some
of the people that are selling the fer-
tilizer. They have started using it as a
fondraising venture,” he said. “We
have decided to reduce fertiliser anly
for a small section while the other
remains at the market price of around
K200, 000.”

He said a lot of officers in the agri-
culture sector would be fired because
the subsidised fertiliser had excited
mest of them to start misapplying the
inputs at the expense of the vulnera-
ble farmers.

Muntanga said from one pack
alone. an individual conld pocket
about K22 million.

Muntanga saik the only way for-
ward was to have a general subsidy
on {ertiliser inputs within the agricul-
ture sector.

“These profiteering middlemen
will b o dpsward " he said. “Our

view is that if you generally subsidise
fertiliser, you will kill corruption.”

But Muntanga said the MMD gov-
ernmment had exacerbated the corrp-
tion in the distribution of fertiliser
through the inclusion of civil ser-
vants and military personnel in the
FSP bracket.

Muntanga said the inclusion of the
above group defeated the purpuse |
the FSP was created for as civil ser-
vants and soldiers had monthly
incomes with the capacity to buy off
the fertiliser and resale it at blotted
prices.

“It means that that the 200,000
farmers targeted will not be 200,000,
You mmust understand that farmers
must be actual farmers in the field,”
said Mnntanga. “This is the confu-
sion that the MMD caused.”

Agriculture minister Dr Brian
Chituwo could again not comment
on the matter as he was reportedly
attending another meeting by press
time.
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FSP farm inpﬁg |
stolen in Mazabuka

FARM inputs worth millions of Kwacha under the Food
Support Programme (FSF) have gone missing in Mazabuka.

Chikankata member of Parliament, Munji Habeenzu said
in Mazabuka that unless Government intervened, many
farmers would not grow maize.

He alleged that people suspected to have got the inputs
were being protected from prosecution.

Mr Habeenzu said it was regrettable that people
allegedly involved in the scam had been left free despite
incriminating evidence against them.

He said he would protest to the Inspector-General of
4 police over the allegedly suspicious manner in which the
case was being handled.

Mr Habeenzu said police should realise that they had a
duty to protect Government property from being stolen.

He said the diversion of 240 bags of fertiliser which
police had allegedly ignored despite incriminating
evidence was disappointing.

But district commissioner, Tyson Hamaamba said
investigations into the scam had not been concluded.

He said police had since opened a docket against the
culprits. — ZANIS.
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60°% of FSP evlcer
Was Saggled out
teibals INRY

By Joan Chirwa

ZAMBIA National Farmers
Union (ZNFU) president Jervis
Zimba has said about 60 per
cent of the FSP fertiliser was
srmuggled out of the country.

Commenting on reports of
misapplication of farming
inputs under the Fertiliser
Support Programme (FSP),
Zimba said the farmers union
was extremely disappointed at
government's failure to handle
the programme which was
meant to develop the potential
of small-scale farmers across
the country.

“The FSP is a disaster of the
worst kind. We totally agree
with all the observations that
have been made regarding the
implementation of this facility,”
Zimba said. “We have given
advice on several occasions on
how this facility should proceed
but the government has not
heeded our advice.”

Zimba suggested that a spe-
¢cial team comprising stakehold-
ers be formulated to find ways
of how the FSP could be
enhanced. .
, {'Government should accep

filyﬂjm‘t ﬁQ/FSP’Has h;:ﬂ sefious

" problés. Ditring [former agri-
culture minister Ben] Kapita's
time, many agriculture coordi-
nators and co-operatives were
taken to court over the FSP.
This in ieself tells a story,” said
Zimba. “That is why we believe
that poverty in Zambia is self-
inflicted because we have capa-
ble people, educated people,
who can help in the way the
FSP is being implemented.
Malaws and Tazania copied the
FSP from us, but these two
couniries are Tenmng it proper-
ty.”
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